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PHILLIP M. DEMERY, P. E., TRANSPORTATION & PUBLIC WORK DIRECTOR SONOMA COUNTY CALIFORNIA INSTALLED AS NACE PRESIDENT
The NACE 2010 Annual Management and Technical Conference, held in Fort Worth TX from April 25 – 29, 2010 saw the installation of Phillip M. Demery, P. E., Public Works Director, Sonoma County California as its President. 369 delegates & speakers, 82 guests, and 238 exhibitor representatives attended the conference.  Highlights of the Opening ceremonies included remarks from the National Association of Counties (NACo) President Valerie Brown, Chair of the Board of Supervisors, Sonoma County CA and  NACo President- elect, Glen Whitley, County Judge, Tarrant County TX (and host county).   Remarks were provided at the General Legislative Session from Gregory G. Nadeau, Deputy Administrator, Federal Highway Administration; John Horsley, Executive Director, American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials; Bill Meadows, Texas Transportation Commissioner, and Bob Fogel, Senior Legislative Director, NACo.    

Phil Demery has been a County Public Works Director in California for 16 years.  He is currently the Transportation and Public Works Director for the County of Sonoma which is located 30 miles north of San Francisco in the heart of wine country and has a population of 493,000.  Phil has served as President of the County Engineers Association of California (CEAC).  He has been a member of NACE since 1994 and served as the Western Region Vice President, Secretary-Treasurer and President-elect.  He is a graduate of Colorado State University, receiving his B.S. and M.S. Degrees in Civil Engineering/Hydraulics.

Other officers elected and/or installed included Mark A. Craft, P. E., Engineer – Manager, Gratiot County Road Commission, MI as President-elect; Richie Beyer, P. E., County Engineer, Elmore County, AL as Secretary-Treasurer; Ramon D. Gavarrete, P. E., County Engineer, Highlands County, FL as Southeast Region Vice President; Keith D. Berndt, P. E., County Engineer, Cass County ND as North Central Region Vice President; Jon F. Rice, P. E., Managing Director, Kent County Road Commission, MI as Northeast Region Vice President; Dale D. Wegner, Jr. , P. E., County Engineer, Coconino County, AZ as Western Region Vice President, and Tom Stoner, P. E., County Engineer, Harrison County, IA as South Central Region Vice President.  Additionally, Brian P. Keierleber, P. E., County Engineer, Buchanan County IA was selected as Rural County Engineer of the Year and Donald J. Theisen, P.E., Public Works Director; Washington County MN was selected as Urban County Engineer of the Year. Virgil Hawkins, P. E., Assistant County Engineer, Wright County MN was selected the Project/Program Manager of the Year. 

The National Association of County Engineers, with approximately 1900 members in 50 states and Canada, has a four fold objective: (1) To advance county engineering and management by providing a forum for the exchange of ideas and information,  (2) To foster and stimulate the growth of individual state organizations of county engineers, (3) To improve relations and the spirit of cooperation among county engineers and other agencies in the solution of mutual problems and (4) To monitor national legislation affecting county transportation & public works departments and through NACo, provide NACE legislative opinions.

